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SO YOU ARE GOING TO SOLVE THE TRAFFIC PROBLEM? 


A while ago, in the interest of pure science 
and because I sometimes practice what I preach (use 
the mss transportatio facilities--leave your auto- 
mobile at home), I took a ten-mile bus ride in the 
city of Detroit. This ride was taken during the 
morning rush hour, from one of the outlying areas 
down some busy and heavily traveled traffic streets 
to the city hall. This was just before the latest 
fare increase in the city of Detroit. At that tim 
the fare for an express bus was 20¢. Ten miles from 
city hall I got on the bus, paid my 20¢ and stood. 
Obviously, everyone else who got on after I did 
stood. Standing, however, gave me a good opportunity 
to view the automobiles which we passed and those 
which passed us on those busy streets. Most of them 
were destined for downtown. The really interesting 
statistic derived from this particular trip was the 
fact that of all the automobiles which we passed or 
which passed us, only eight carried more than the 
driver. 

Following this experimental ride, I wrote to 
a friend of mine in Detroit who is concerned with 
the solution of traffic problems, commenting on 
the experimental trip, and saying that anyone who 
thought he could solve the traffic problem and the 
downtown parking problem with that kind of a driving 
pattern ought to rush quickly for the nearest psychi- 
atrist. 

I am told that in the city of Detroit*the aver- 
age number of persmms per car utilizing city streets 
is 1.3. I await eagerly the day when the official 
statistics will confirm the fact that the average 
number of persons per automobile on the city streets 
is 3/4 of 1. Personally, I am convinced that this 
is already the driving pattern, not only in Detroit 
but in a number of other cities, because I firmly 
believe that a considerable number of persons in 
automobiles are driving without their heads. 

Who is. kidding whom? Can we lower the average 
number of persons per car from 34 to 24 to 1 and 
still believe that it is possible to provide ade- 
quate off-street parking space for these people 


in the downtown section of any large American city? 
Do we believe that we can go on indefinitely widen- 
ing streets, building freeways and super-highways 
to permit the individual the luxury of driving an 
automobile downtown? Do we believe that it is 
possible to maintain mass transportation systems, 
providing a decent form of transportation at a 
suitable fare, with that kind of competition? Do 
we believe that cities can afford to provide fa- 
cilities demanded with that kind of driving pat- 
tern? 

I don't think we can, but I think cities are 
going to spend tremendous sums of money in bilding 
new streets, in acquiring new parking lots, in po- 
licing, in judging and if fining before we are ready 
to admit that a mistake has been made and that we 
should have been concentrating on the movement of 
people rather than the movement of individual ve- 
hicles. 


Since writing the above I have participated 
in a meeting on traffic and transportation called 
by ARCHITECTURAL FORUM (MAGAZINE OF BUILDING.) 
The meeting was held during a two-day period in 
New York. The participants were experts in traffic, 
mass transportation, parking and planning (there 
were nine planners). The results will probably ap- 
pear in an early issue of the magazine. 

I have also dme some further experimentation 
with respect to mass transportation facilities. 
It must be obvious by now that I am a strong be- 
liever in the utilization of mass transportatim 
as against the utilization of the individual car. 
It is easy to understand, on the basis of these 
experiments, why people insist on using their cars 
rather than mass transportation facilities, even 
though the employment of the individual car is a 
much more expensive operation. 

At an early date, perhaps in the next Newsletter, 
I am going to write a diatribe on what is wrong 
with mass transportation. 
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TRANSPORTATION BY HELICOPTER 


The Port of New York Authority has just pub- 
lished a comprehensive study to determine future 
helicopter traffic volumes, the probable pattern 
of helicopter services and the requirements for heli- 
copter landing areas in northern New Jersey/New York 
metropolitan regions (see p. 16). Among the specific 
findings and conclusions of the report are the fol- 
lowing: 

"It will not be possible to land these newer 
helicopters on any and every rooftop nor to permit 
them to fly at random through the air over cities. 
Despite its versatility, the helicopter will require 
a carefully located, specifically designed airstop 
facility." 

"While the earliest common carrier use of the 
helicopter will probably be as an airport shuttle 
service beginning about 1955, it has even greater 
potentialities in the field of short-range inter- 
city travel and in the expanding area of commutation 
service." 

"None of these potentialities of the heli- 
copter as a common carrier can be realized unless 
attention is given promptly to the study of actual 
sites...and to the design and development of airstop 
facilities fitted to the needs of the common carrier 
helicopter and the traffic it will be ready to serve." 

The estimated number of daily landings and 
take-offs for six New York/Newark air stops is 
shown in the table below: 


ESTIMATED DAILY OPERATIONS * 
New York/Newark Airstops 














1955-1975 
Year Manh Brooklyn StatenIsland Newark 
Midtown Wall Street 
West Side East Side 
8993 2.000. 100 100 8 6 2 5 
1960 ...... 174 127 15 9 3 10 
1965 ...... 219 205 15 8 3 10 
ee 247 394 14 8 3 9 
BOTS wcccee 282 495 15 8 3 10 


* A landing or a take-off is considered one operation. 


Planning Advisory Service will publish in the 
near future an Information Report for subscribers 
dealing with airports and city planning, which will 
include discussion of helicopter airstop facilities. 


BUILDING HEIGHT LIMIT RAISED IN D. C. 


A recently adopted amendment to the Washington, 
D. C. zoning regulations will permit erection of 
14-story buildings in the downtown area. The maxi- 
mum height limit of 130 feet has been mintained, 
but instead of being restricted to 10 stories in 
the 110-foot height zone and 12 stories in the 130- 
foot zone, builders now may build as many stories 
as they can as long as they stay within the limit 
of 8 feet clear space per story and the total 130-foot 
limit. A proposal to make the change apply to all 
height zones was voted down. Builders predicted the 
zoning change will stimulate downtown building. 
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INDUSTRIAL DISPERSION PLANNING 
ACTIVITIES IN RHODE ISLAND 


In the December Newsletter editorial on the 
National Industrial Dispersion Program, we raised 
the question as to what extent planning agencies 
are participating in the determination of suitable 
dispersion sites for industry. An answer has come 
from the Rhode Island Development Coumcil concern- 
ing the part which planning agencies in Rhode Island 
and the Providence urban area play. 

The Planning Division of the Rhode Island 
Development Council did most of the research and 
prepared the local industrial dispersion plan. 
doing this they were also able to correlate it with 
the proposed state-wide guide plan and to keep it 
consistent with good planning practices in general. 
The Executive Director of the Council and staff 
members of its planning division, the directors 
of the Providence City Plan Board and the Providence 
Redevelopment Agency, are all members of the local 
industrial dispersion committee. In addition to 
these representatives of the planning profession, 
are representatives of many other groups that are 
interested in and of help in aiding and administer- 
ing the local progran. 

The Rhode Island Development Cowcil has pre- 
pared publications on industrial dispersion and has 
had a number of conferences with Washington officials 
on the many phases of industrial dispersion that af- 
fect the area. 

The Council is working on a program to reduce 
the population cmcentrations in the target areas: for 
example, by trying to keep families that will be dis- 
located by various public projects from moving into 
immediately adjacent areas, and by reducing the in- 
dustrial working forces in some of the critical 
plants by a program of moving parts of their ope- 
rations to new dispersed locations and thereby re- 
ducing the working forces in these plants below the 
critical figures that place them in a target area. 
The Council is also engaged in locating dispersed 
industrial sites for new industry or for those in- 
dustries that feel the need to move out of their 
present congested locations. 


MARIETTA, OHIO, CITIZENS’ GROUP 


A group of citizens in the Marietta, Ohio, 
area has formally organized as the Marietta Area 
Unit, Mid-Ohio Valley Planning Association. At the 
organization meeting on December 5, the group elected 
Dr. W. Bay Irvine, President of Marietta College as 
president of the new citizens’ group. Dr. E. L. 
Kirkpatrick, also of Marietta College, was elected 
secretary-treasurer. The group was formed to take 
action on a number of planning problems that have 
become acute in the Marietta-Parkersburg (West Vir- 
ginia) area because of an extremely rapid indus- 
trial expansion in the Ohio River Valley at this 
point. The group organized as the "Marietta Area 
Unit" because of the greater flexibility of Ohio 
planning laws, compared with West Virginia laws. 
If the Marietta unit is successful, it is expected 
that a companion group will be formed in the West 
Virginia portion of the area. 
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NET MIGRATION IN AND OUT OF 
WESTCHESTER MUNICIPALITIES 


1940-1950 
Westchester Population, Westchester County Department of Planning. 











PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


The need for parks, playgrounds, and schools 
in newly platted sections of cities and counties 
is recognized in many subdivision ordinances. 
Provisims requiring or suggesting the dedication 
or reservation of land for such purposes are ana- 
lyzed in the Janvwsry PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE In- 
formation report No. 46 on Public Open Space in 
Subdivisiams. Typical requirements are presented, 
and the different methods of establishing public 
open space. The report concludes with discussion 
of the enforcement and the legal status of open 
space requirements in subdivision regulations. 

A survey of bonding practice regarding 
subdivision improvements has been conducted by 
PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE and is almost cam leted. 
Results will be published in the near future. 














M.1.T. PLANNING FELLOWSHIP 


The Department of City and Regional Planning, 
M.I.T., announces a fellowship of $1,200 for the aca- 
demic year 1953-54. The award will be made to an 
applicant for admission to the graduate course who 
expects to receive the M.C.P. degree within two years. 
Consideration will be given to type of previous train- 
ing and experience as well as to academic rating. Ap- 
Plications obtainable from Director of Admissions, 
must be returned before March 1. For further infor- 
mation write to Professor Frederick J. Adams, Depart- 
ment of City and Regional Planning, Room 7-333, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge. 


THREE TOWNS SUE TO VOID ZONING ORDINANCE 


Three mmicipalities in Bergen County, New Jer- 
sey - Haworth, Demsreat and Cresskill - have filed 
suit in Superior Court to set aside the recently 
adopted zoning ordinance of the municipality of Du- 
mont. The Dumont ordinance provides for a shopping 
center fringing on the residential areas of the 
complaining communities, which maintain that the 
new business zone is not in keeping with the region- 
al planning by the state and the county, that it is 
spot zoning, and that proper zoming can only be ac- 
complished through cooperation between the affected 
communities. Dumont's mayor stated that his town 
needed the added ratables which the new shopping 
center would bring. 


PROPANE GAS INHERENTLY DANGEROUS 


Subscribers to PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE will re- 
call the PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Report No. 25 deal- 
ing with propane and butane gas. They will alao re- 
call the letter which was sent out from Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas Association, Inc., questioning some of 
the statements in this report. They will be interes- 
ted to know that the court of appeals of Georgia re- 
cently held that propane gas is inherently dangerous 


in nature. (Community Gas Company v. Williams et 
al., lton Gas C Inc., v. Williams et al., 


Hamilton Gas Company, Inc~ 
Court of Appeals of Georgia, Division No. 23 5 p- 
e rehear enied October 15, 1952, 
TS.E. 2a ee 















































Cleveland Downtown Parking Survey. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Baltimore land. Maryland State Planning 
Commission. Planni ineer I. Salary $6900. 
Qualifications: degree in civil engineering, 


architecture or related fields, with specializa- 
tion in municipal or regional planning, plus ten 
years engineering or planning experience, at 
least five in public works planning, public plan- 
ning, or as instructor in these fields at the col- 
lege level; or master's degree plus five years ex- 
perience in the fields listed above. 

Plannin ineer II. Salary $4380-$5475. 
Qualifications: degree in civil engineering, 
architecture or related fields with specialization 
in municipal or regional planning plus six years 
experience, at least three in public works plan- 
ning, public planning or instructor at college 
level; or equivalent combination of education and 
experience. 

Apply to Russell S. Davis, Commissioner, De- 
partment of Employment and Registration, State 
Employment Commissioner, 31 Light Street, Balti- 
more 2, Maryland. 


Dallas, Texas. City Plan Commission. Asso- 
ciate Planner. Salary $3,840-$4,608. Qualifi- 
cations: four years of college or university train- 
ing with a major in either civil engineering, 
architecture or landscaping. Write: Mr. C. 
Wedgeworth, Supervisor, Recruitment and Examina- 
tions, Civil Service Department, Dallas, Texas. 





Ephrata, Washington: Bureau of Reclamation, 
Project Development Division. Community Planner, 
GS-9. Salary $5,060. Qualifications: three years' 
experience or & degree in civil engineering, ar- 
chitecture, landscape architecture, urban geog- 
rephy, economic analysis or commmity government; 
Plus two years' experience in commmity planning. 
Master's degree in city planning my be substituted 
for one year of additional experience. Apply to 
the District Manager, Bureau of Reclamation, Co- 
lumbia River District, Ephrata, Washington. 








Hanford, California: Kings County Planning 
Commission. tor. Salary $4116-$4932. 
Qualifications: training and experience to carry out 
planning program under general guidance of consult- 
ant; ability to work with public essential. Write 
to C. R. Swanson, Chairman, Kings County Planning 
Commission, P.O. Box 355, Hanford, California. 


Minneapolis, Minnesota. Housing and Redevel- 
opment Authority. Assistant Project Planner. 
Salary $4500-$5000. Qualifications: college 
degree and at least one year of professional ex- 
perience to qualify for sociological and economic 
research in blighted areas; graphic and report writ- 
ing ability desirable. Write Talbot Jones, Pro- 
ject Plamer, Minneapolis Housing ani Redevelopment 
Authority, Metropolitan Life Building, Minneapolis. 








Seattle, Washington: City Planner II. Sal- 








ary $5,040-$5,460. Qualifications: degree in 
Planning plus two years' experience with a plan- 
ning agency. 

City Planner I. Salary $4,500-$4,860. Quali- 
fications: college degree plus one year of experi- 
ence, at least six months in planning. 

City Planners' Aide. Salary $3 ,660-$4 ,020. 
Qualifications: college degree, plus ome year of 
experience in planning or related fields; know- 
ledge of drafting and statistical data. 

Inquiries must be received by February 17. 
Apply to Seattle Civil Service Commission, 325 
County-City Building, Seattle 4, Washington. 


Spokane, Washington, County Planning Commis- 
sion. Planning Assistant. Salary $4200. Back- 
ground and training to work on comprehensive plan, 
land use map, etc.; ability to prepare graphic m- 
terial. Some background in land economics desir- 
able. Write Jonathan R. Cunningham, Planning Di- 
rector, Spokane County Planning Commission, County 
Court House, Spokane 1, Washington. 





Vancouver, B. C. City Planning Department. 
Senior Research Planner. Salary $5,136-$6,168. 
Qualificatias: degree with specialization in ecamo- 
mics, statistics and related subjects; considerable 
experience in financial and statistical studies, 
preferably including experience in city planning. 
To take charge of basic economic and sociological 
surveys. Write Personnel Director, Room 210, City 
Hall, 453 West 12th Avenue, Vancouver 10, B. C. 





Youngstown, Ohio: Mahoning County Planning 
Commission. Associate Planner. Salary $5,500. 
Qualifications: master's degree in planning and 
two years of planning experiace. 

Junior Planner. Salary $4,500. Qualifica- 
tions: master's degree in planning and ability to 
do graphic presentation. 

Write to David B. Rhodes, Planning Director, 
Mahoning County Planning Commission, Court House, 
Youngstown, Ohio. 





A few positions advertised in the Newsletter 
prior to December 1952 are currently open: 
Clayton, Missouri: St. Louis County Plan- 


ning Commission. 


Junior Planni Techni ‘ 
$4,200-$6,000 (Mar. 1950 Newsletter). 

Detroit, Michigan: Senior City Planner. 
$6 ,258-$7, 314 (Sept. 1952 Newsletter). 

Kansas City, Missouri: Senior Planner. 
$4 ,980-$6,060; Associate Planner. $1000-$1,060; 
Junior Planner. $3, ,260 (Nov. 1952 News- 
letter). 

St. Louis, Missouri: City Planner II. $5,900- 
$6,570 (Nov. 1952 Newsletter). 

Roanoke, Virginia: Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority. Redevel it P « $3,800-$6,000. 
(Oct. 1952 Newsletter). 

Yonkers, New York: 


Assistant City Planners. 
$4,200-$4,700 (Oct. 1952 Newsletter). 
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CHARLES EDWARD MERRIAM 


It is with great regret that we tell you of the death of 
Charles Edward Merriam. He was, more than any other single per- 
son, responsible for the institution known as "1313 East Six- 
tieth Street.” It was his idea some twenty years ago to bring 
together on the campus of the University of Chicago a number 
of organizations interested in the improvement of government. 
The American Society of Plarning Officials, which is one of those 
organizations, has benefited from the sustained interest of Dr. 
Merriam who served as a member and finally as Chairman of the 


November 15, 1874 -- January 8, 1953. 


Spelman Fund of New York. 


national planning organizations. 
member of the American Institute of Planners. 


sum of money for an urban redevelopment study. 
Perhaps his best epitaph is in his own words: 


mankind becomes the highest value..." 





He was a member and vice-chairman 
of the National Resources Planning Board and its predecessor 
Dr. Merriam was an honorary 


Educated at Lennox College and the State University of Iowa, 
he received his Ph.D. from Columbia University. He studied also 
in Berlin and Paris. Dr. Merriam served as Chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Political Science at the University of Chicago and taught 
there from 1911 to the time of his retirement. He was a member of 
the Board of Aldermen of Chicago 1909-11 and 1913-17. 
that time he was active in promoting the Chicago Plan. He was 
the author of many books and provided the leadership for the prepa- 
ration of the famous urbanism report ("Our Cities, Their Role in 
the National Economy") prepared by the National Resources Committee. 

In spite of the blight which has overtaken our large cities, Dr. Merriam had an abiding faith that 
cities played an important role in the national economy and that they could be mde desirable places 
in which to live. Almost his final act as chairman of the Spelman Fund was to set aside a substantial 


"There is reason to believe that the future holds for every person some small but 
precious part in the progressive reconstruction of the society Within which he dwells - 
some contribution not only to the preservation of humanity and its culture, but also 
to its further advancement toward higher levels of attainment. 
prise, power and authority become creative instead of repressive; the leaders are not 
those who crush and bruise, but those who heal and help; and the greatest service to 
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CITY PLANNERS’ ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS 


At the recent Third Annual Meeting of the City 
Planners' Association of Texas Marvin R. Springer, 
City Plan Engineer of Dallas was elected President 
and Ralph S. Ellifrit, Director of City Planning 
in Houston, Vice President. Members of the Board 
of Trustees are Bob Green of San Antonio and Robert 
W. Burr of Corpus Christi. The Treasurer is Lynn 
H. Andrews, Planning and Traffic Engineer of Lub- 
bock. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


Capital Improvement Program 1953-1958. City Plan 
Board, 530 Municipal Building, Dayton, Ohio; Ro- 
bert A. Flynn, Planning Director. 1952. 28pp. 
tables. 


Annual Report, 1952. Detroit Metropolitan Area 
Regional Planning Commission, 1002 Cadillac Square 
Building, Detroit 26, Michigan; Edward D. Connor, 
Chairman. 2pp.illus.maps,charts. (Last year's 
report won a natimal award for design, layout and 
presentation. This year's report is equally well 
designed. 






Report on Planning, 1951. New Orleans City Planning 
and Zoning Commission, Howard Annex, 535 St. Charles, 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana; Gervais F. Favrot, Chair- 
mn. 35pp.illus.maps,charts,tables. 


Annual Report 1951-1952. Pasadena City P’anning Com- 
mission, 207 City Hall, Pasadena, California; Raymond 
A. Dorn, Chairman. 23pp.maps,charts,tables. 


Biennial Report 1950-1952. San Mateo County Planning 
Commission, Court House, Redwood City, California; 
Leslie I. Nichols, Chairman. Unpaged,illus.maps. 


The Work of the Singapore Improvement Trust, 1951. 
Singapore Improvement Trust, Mmicipal Office, Singa- 
pore, British Malaya; J. M. Fraser, Manager. 1952. 
43pp.illus.maps,charts,tables. $2.00. 


For Tomorrow. Annual Report 1951-52. Tennessee 
State Planning Commission, 517 Commerce Street, 
Nashville, Tennessee; Harold V. Miller, Executive 
Director. December 1952. 38pp.maps,charts. 


Planning Activities, 1950-51, 1951-52. Tulare County 


Planning Commission, 221 East Center Street, Visalia, 
California; E. I. Barnes, Chairman. 3lpp.illus.mps. 
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PERSONALS 


Harry E. Bergh, who has been 
serving as advance planner with the 
Orange County Planning Commission, 
California, was appointed county 
planning commission director on 
January lst, succeeding Charles 
Hayes Diggs, who resigned. 


William Blakey, formerly plan- 
ning director in Iaconia, New Hamp- 
shire, has been appointed to the 
staff of the Research and Planning 
Division, Connecticut Development Commission. 





Charles A. Blessing, who has been serving as 
director of planning for the Chicago Plan Commis- 
sion during the last five years, has been appointed 
director of city planning for the City Plan Commis- 
sion of Detroit, Michigan. He assumes his new of- 
fice February 15. 


John Boehmer has been appointed planning tech- 
nician for the Fairfax County, Virginia, Planning 
Commission. 


George Gatter has been appointed planning tech- 
nician on the staff of the Portland, Oregon, City 
Planning Commission. 


Donald M. Graham, who has been serving as act- 
ing executive director of the Providence Redevelop- 
ment Agency, has been appointed executive director. 


Kenneth Green has been appointed planning tech- 
nician with the City Planning Commission of Portland, 
Oregon. 


George H. Herrold, city planning director and 
consultant in St. Paul, Minnesota, for thirty-three 
years, is retiring in March. Mr. Herrold became a 
St. Paul staff engineer in 1912, and moved to the 
planning board a few years later, becoming director 
of city planning in 1920, a post he held until a 
year ago when his title was changed to consultant. 


John R. Kellam has been advanced from associate 
planner to senior planner with the Providence Re- 
development Agency. 


Jack M. Kendree, who served for a year as head 
planner, has been appointed director of the Division 
of Slum Clearance and Urban Redevelopment for the 
Municipal Housing Authority of Ponce, Puerto Rico. 


Vincent Oredson, recently returned from Hiro- 
shima where he helped with the planning of relief 
housing, has joined the staff of the Tacoma, Wash- 
ington, City Planning Commission. 


Robert F. Rowland is now serving as associate 
Planner with the Providence Redevelopment Agency. 


Melvin St. John Susi, formerly with the Prov- 
idence Plan Commission, has been appointed planning 
technician with the Providence Redevelopment Agency. 
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Robert C. Smith is now assistant planning tech- 
nician on the staff of the Providence City Plan 
Commission. 


Roger C. Van Tassel has joined the staff of the 
Providence City Plan Commission as associate analyst. 


Shirley Weiss has rejoined the staff of the 
Maryland State Planning Commission as economist in 
charge of research. 





Joseph C. Greenfield, former chairman of the 
Fulton County Planning Commission and Board of 
Zoning Appeals, and currently a member of the Joint 
Board of the City of Atlanta and Fulton County, 
was accidentally killed on January lst. 





ZONING DIGEST 


The current issue of the Zoning Digest, 
Volume Five - February 1953, reports a Texas 
case in which the Court of Civil Appeals sus- 
tained residential zoning and the comprehensive 
zoning plan. The court pointed out that "the 
governing body must draw the line [between resi- 
dential and business districts] somewhere, and 
the line of demarcation must, in the nature of 
things, be drawn on the district-wide basis and 
not on the basis of a lot or two..." "The breach 
which appellant seeks to complete in a resi- 
dential district would result in the dislocation 
of the city's comprehensive zoning plan. A con- 
prehensive zoning plan can scarcely be drawn 
which will permit of every lot in a district 
being put to its most profitable use." 

In a North Carolina Supreme Court decision, 
an ordinance prohibiting the erection of a gin 
or mill in a town without the consent of neigh- 
boring property owners was held an unlawful del- 
egation of power. "Where the objectiveness of 
an ordinance determining the use of property 
is conditioned upon the assent or permission of 
private persons, such as the owners of adjacent 
property, it must be held invalid, as it in- 
volves the delegation of legislative power to 
private individuals..." 

Several cases in the February issue of the 
ZONING DIGEST deal with decisions finding that 
the board of adjustment had usurped legislative 
power, exceeded its authority, or erred in grant- 
ing a variance. 

In other cases in this issue it was held 
that a truck terminal is not included in the 
definition of a public garage; and that town- 
ship zoning applies after an area has been in- 
corporated as a village. In a New Jersey case 
a borough attorney was indicted for attempted 
extartion of $15,000 in equal monthly install- 
ments of $500 in return for an agreement or un- 
derstanding that he would use his influence in 
office as borough attorney to advise the mayor 
and council of the borough to enact an amend- 
ment to the local zoning ordinance. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 

















Limited Access Highways Constitutional In Ohio, 

Neuweiler et al. v. Kauer, Court of Common 
Pleas of Ohio, Sandusky County, November 17, 1951, 
107 N.E, 2d 779. This suit was brought to enjoin 
the Director of Highways of the state of Ohio from 
designating as a limited access thoroughfare several 
miles of State Route 20 between Fremont and Clyde, 
Ohio. 

It was contended that the authorizing statute 
was an unjust delegation of the power of the legis- 
lature, and was not uniform in its application. The 
court refused to accept the first contention and 
said that the second was unfounded. "There is no 
part of the state in which it is not effective. Un- 
doubtedly it does not affect all persons in the same 
manner, nor to the same extent. Neither does the 
statute defining and punishing murder..." 


Ohio Turnpike Law Held Constitutimal. 

State exrel Ohio Turnpike Commission. Allen, 
Supreme Court of Ohio, July 9, 1952, 107 N.B&. 2d 
345- A number of questions were raised with respect 
to the legality of the Turnpike Law and the action 
of the Turnpike Commission. it was held, among 
other things, that the appointment by the Turnpike 
Commission of a committee of private citizens to 
advise the Commission did not constitute an abdica- 
tion of the Commission's responsibility, since the 
committee was merely advisory; it was held further 
that the Turnpike Commission could enter into a 
contract with a title company for an examination 
and guarantee of land title. 

One of the complaints was that the Turnpike 
will pass through territory that has been zoned 
and that the Turnpike will constitute a use in vio- 
lation of the zoning ordinances. The court held, 
in answer to this, that the zoning ordinance could 
not be construed as applying to the state or any 
of its agencies vested with the right of eminent 
domain in the use of lots for public purposes. 





Toll Roads Held Constitutional In Indiana. 

Ennis v. State Highway Commission et al., Sup- 
reme Court of Indiana, November 17, 1952, 108 N.E. 
2d 687, This suit was brought to test the consti- 
tutionality of the Indiana Act of 1951 permitting 
the establishment of toll roads. The supreme court 
held that the Act was constitutional. 


Drive In Theater License May Be Revoked. 

Marrone v. City Manager of Worcester, Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts, November 3, 1952, 
108 W.8&, 24553. Petitioner was granted a permit for 
the operation of a drive-in theater in the city of 
Worcester on November 29, 1950. On January 22, 1951, 
the city manager by letter advised petitioner that 
the license was revoked. 

The court pointed out that the statute under 
which the license in question was issued expressly 
provides that the licensing authorities my, "revoke 
or suspend such license at their pleasure." The 
court held that one who accepts a license revocable 









at the discretion of the granting authority takes it 
subject to that infirmity and has no just ground of 
complaint if the power to revoke is properly exercised 
before the term of the license has expired. 


Parking Lot Acquisition Held Legal. (Trenton, New 
Jersey.) 

Lenzner et al. v. City of Trenton et al., 
Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division, October 
8, 1952, 91 A. 2d 896. The city of Trenton had 
started proceedings for the acquisition of an off+ 
street parking lot. This suit was brought to re- 
strain that action. Some of the land involved is 
already being used for off-street parking purposes. 
One of plaintiff's contentions was that the city 
had no right to proceed directly toward the acqui- 
sition of this property since it had created a 
parking authority. The court held that the legis- 
lative intention was to allow more than one method 
of acquiring off-street parking facilities. 


Signs (Gasoline) May Be Regulated: (California). 


Serve Yourself Gasoline Stations Ass'n, Inc., 
et al. v. Brock et al., Supreme Court of California, 
in Bank, October.31, 1952, 249 P. 24545. This suit 
was brought to test the validity of the sections 
of the Business and Professional Code which regu- 
lated the size of lettering m gasoline station signs. 

A section of the code reads as follows: "No 
person shall keep, maintain or display on or near 
the premises of any place of business in this State 
any advertising medium, which indicates or shows 
or advertises the price of gasoline or other motor 
vehicle fuel sold, offered for sale or advertised 
for sale from such premises, unless the actual price 
per gallon of gasoline or other motor vehicle fuel, 
including taxes, is also shown on such advertising 
medium, together with the words ‘gasoline’ or ‘motor 
fuel' and the trade name or brand of the gasoline 
or other motor vehicle fuel product advertised for 
sale by such advertising medium.” 

Signs using the words "save," "off," "discount," 
"less," or "below" are considered price signs. Ap- 
parently it was the habit of station owers to use 
on their signs the words "Save" or "Serve Yourself 
and Save," or "Save 5" followed by small lettered 
words "cents," "ways," "minutes" or minor variations 
of the same, Many of the signs used do not refer 
to the name nor state the price of the gasoline 
offered for sale. 

The lower court upheld the validity of the 
legislation. This was affirmed by the Supreme 
Court which held that the primary purpose of this 
legislation is the prevention of misleading adver- 
tising, which purpose has long been deemed a proper 
subject for the exercise of the police power. "Gaso- 
line is a unique commodity in that few people, 
if any, can distinguish between grades or brands by 
the use of the senses....Price and brand name are 
the principal factors in its sale, and therefore, 
advertising of these elements in a misleading man- 
ner is peculiarly subject to abuse.” 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month. 

It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 

of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for | 
distribution . 


Planning Literature 


AN APPROACH TO URBAN PIANNING. Edited by Gerald 
Breese and Dorothy E. Whiteman, Bureau of Urban Re- 
search, Princeton University. Published by Prince- 
ton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1953. 
ls7pp. $2.00. (A series of statements on the ur- 
ban planning process based on lectures sponsored 
during the autumn of 1951 by the Bureau of Urban 
Research. Contributers are Hugh R. Pomeroy on "The 
Planning Process in Public Participation"; Norman 
Williams, Jr., on “Land Use in Zoning"; Charles K. 
Agle on "Housing and Urban Redevelopment"; C. McKim 
Norton on "Metropolitan Transportation"; and Walter 
H. Blucher on "Fiscal Programming." The book also 
contains an extensive annotated bibliography.) 


TRANSPORTATION BY HELICOPTER 1955-1975. A Study 
of Its Potential in the New Jersey-New York Metro- 
politan Area. Aviation Department, The Port of 
New York Authority, 111 Eighth Avenue at 15th Street, 
New York 11, New York. 1952. 157pp.maps,charts, 
tables. 


CLEVELAND DOWNTOWN PARKING SURVEY. Cleveland City 
Planning Commission, 501 -City Hall, Cleveland 14, 
Ohio; Ernest J. Bohn, Chairman. 1952. 43pp.maps, 
charts,graphs. (Excellent presentation in the form 
of charts and graphs. Discusses three ways to get 
better parking, i.e., & merchants and building owners 
association, a city parking board, or a parking 
authority.) 


IMMEDIATE POSSESSION OF HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY. Con- 
mittee on Right-of-Way, American Association of 
State Highway Officials, 917 National Press Building, 
Washington 4, D. C. July 1951. 67pp.mimeo,tables. 


THE LOWER MAINLAND LOOKS AHEAD. Revised Edition. 
Lower Mainland Regional Planning Board, 26 Lorne 
Street, New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada; 
James W. Wilson, Executive Director. November, 1952. 
62pp.maps,tables,graphs. $2.00. (Contains a number 
of charts of particular interest.) 


WESTCHESTER POPULATION. Population Report I. West- 
chester County Department of Planning, 914 County 
Office Building, White Plains, New York; Hugh R. 
Pomeroy, Director. July 1952. 37pp.mimeo,maps, 
charts ,tables. 


A MASTER PLAN. Maryland State Parks and Recreation 
Areas. Publication No. 75. Maryland State Planning 
Commission, 100 Equitable Building, Baltimore 2, 
Meryland; I. Alvin Pasarew, Director. June 1952. 
Tipp.illus.tables,maps. $1.00. 


STATE PARKS. A Proposed Program for Tennessee. 
Tennessee State Planning Commission, 517 Commerce 
Street, Nashville, Tennessee; Harold V. Milier, 
Executive Director. November 1952. 23pp.maps,tables. 


CONTEMPORARY DESIGN IN ISRAEL by Samuel R. Mozes. 
November 1952 issue of The Architectural Record 


119 W. 4Oth Street, New York 16, New York. Illus. 
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THE RELOCATION OF FAMILIES DISPLACED BY AN URBAN 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT. By P. Kathryn Pendleton and 
Howard U. Heller. Available from Michael Reese 
Hospital Planning Staff, 29th and Ellis Streets, 
Chicago, Illinois; Reginald R. Isaacs, Director. 
December 1952. 148pp.illus.maps,charts,tables. 
$15.00. (An examination of the relocation policies, 
program and methods utilized in the clearance of 
the Michael Reese Hospital Campus.) 


A SURVEY OF HOUSING RESEARCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 
Housing and Home Finance Agency. November 1952. 
Available from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
723pp- $3.00. 


THE PLAN FOR THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF NATCHEZ. 
The City Planning Commission, Mynicipal Building, 
Natchez, Mississippi. 1952. 66pp.illus.maps. $3.50. 


REBUILDING RANKIN. Prepared by Comfunity Housing 
& Planning Associates, 20 Vesey Street, New York, 
New York. 1952. 60pp.mps,charts,tables. $3.00. 
(Master plan for the Borough of Rankin, Permmsylvania.) 


A MASTER PLAN. The City of San Bernardino. Harold 
F. Wise and Simon Eisner, Associates, Consultants. 
The City Planning Commission, City Hall, San Bernar- 
dino, California; Jack Mosier, Director. 1952. 
109pp.illus.maps,tables,charts. $1.00. 


HOUSTON HILL SLUM CLEARANCE AND REDEVELOPMENT PRO- 
JECT. Montgomery Housing Authority. Available 
from Alabama State Planning Board, 102 Church Street, 
Montgomery, Alabama; W. O. Dobbins, Jr., Directar. 
1952. 76pp.illus.tables,graphs. 


PLAN FOR CAMBRIDGE HIGHLANDS. Cambridge Planning 
Board, City Hall Annex, 57 Inman Street, Cambridge 
39, Massachusetts; Justin R. Hartzog, Chairman. 
1952. 13pp.illus.mps,tables. 


WEST-BANK DEVELOPMENT. Tulsa City Planning Commis- 
sion, 100 City Hall, Tulsa, Oklahoma; R. L. Langen- 
heim, Chairman. 1952. l0Opp.maps,charts. (A study 
of proposed industrial sites.) 


HOUSE NUMBERING. Montgomery County Planning Commis- 
sion. 16-18 N. Ludlow Street, Dayton 2, Ohio; Nicholas 
F. Nolan, Chairman. September 1952. Unpaged,maps, 
charts. $1.00. 


SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 
Montgomery County Planning Commission, 16-18 N. Lud- 
low Street, Dayton 2, Ohio; Nicholas F. Nolan, Chair- 
man. December 1952. 22pp.mimeo. $1.00. 


THE PEOPIZ OF HARTFORD, 1940-1950. Prepared for the 
Commission on the City Plan by Adams, Howard and 
Greeley. Limited number of copies available from 
William I. Goodman, Municipal Building, 550 Main 


Street, Hartford 4, Connecticut. 1952. Spp.mimeo,” 


tables. 











